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T TR Fd
(A poem for my country) STSTE—W. gYfterepamemi

| HEHAaR: . SAaTelfayare:
Am I an Indian and my country India
Doesn’t the Indian voter Identity card
That I flaunt prove this?

I have seen the length and the breadth
Of this country in

A school atlas

Otherwise I have just seen

The ground beneath my feet,

It appears to be fighting,
For its children,

The sea on the three sides,
Or is it just two?

Believers of various faiths

Users of so many tongues

Eaters of countless varieties of food
Life in co-existence is

Not an ancient slogan only

But a mantra

Practiced by one and all.

Life for truth and

The life for shadows of truth
Form a college along with
Shades of various hues.

There is no stranger here

That does not wear a sunglass

To be a passive spectator of sorrowful sight
The lake isle of hope is drowned.

The land offers you a sight of your choice—
A weeping child, destitute mother, naked faqir
Hungry farmer, homeless engineer, '
Drug-addict father, free boarding house,

Free longar beseeching an empty belly,

A discourse on self and soul, this world and
that world.

Metro rail, sky — scrapers, space shuttles, e
Mobile revolution, educational satellites.

I laugh

I stifle

I choke

Lest my country visitor
Should feel awkward.

I call my country my motherland
And not my fatherland
I don’t know, why!

ToATgATATa T
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